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LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

Winter 2010

POLI-2339-WA: Comparative Politics

Tuesday and Thursday 1:00PM-2:30PM

Professor Aaron Park

Contact information - aapark@lakeheadu.ca
Office Hours – By Appointment

COMPARATIVE POLITICS: 

AN INTRODUCTION
This course is designed to offer students an introduction to the discipline of Comparative Politics. More specifically, we will investigate the fundamental concepts, ideas and questions that make up this field of inquiry. Central to our study is the manner in which the struggle between individual freedom and collective equality has unfolded across place and time.
After introducing the basic tenants of Comparative Politics we will work to build an understanding of the major political theorists and their corresponding ideas that have had a profound impact on the modern political order. This framework is an essential building block for the course that follows and indeed for the remainder of your studies within Political Science.
The course will then progress through a discussion of the various states, political economic systems and governing structures, such as authoritarianism, democracy, advanced democracies, and communism and postcommunism, which have developed through the political ideologies that have been inspired through the works of various political scholars.
The required reading for this course will be taken from Patrick O’Neil’s Essentials of Comparative Politics. Any outside materials that may be required will be placed on reserve in the Lakehead University library. I prefer a participatory pedagogy and will require students to engage in thoughtful and respectful discussion based upon questions that I will provide. Whenever possible, these discussions will be conducted in groups.
The aim of this course is to gain a basic understanding of Comparative Politics, political ideology and theory, and the differing systems of governance that exist(ed). Through this basic understanding the student will be able to pursue a deeper knowledge in this field specifically and the political science discipline generally.

GRADING

PARTICIPATION                                      15%

MID-TERM QUIZ


        15%


PRESENTATION

                    20%

ESSAY

                                20%

FINAL EXAMINATION                           30% 

PARTICIPATION – Periodically we will engage in class discussions regarding the course content. Students will be grouped and will discuss the questions or issues provided. We will then engage in a larger class discussion. Each student’s participation will be noted and a grade assigned at the end of the term.

MID-TERM QUIZ – The Mid-term Quiz will be held on Thursday, February 11th during regular class time.

PRESENTATION – Each student is responsible for the preparation and delivery of a 10 minute presentation representing a topic relevant to the course. The student may choose the topic on a first come first serve basis from a list provided. Since the topic of the presentation is scheduled to correspond with the lecture information, failure to present on the date assigned will result in no mark being assigned.
ESSAY - Each student is responsible for the production of a research paper on a topic relevant to the course. The student may choose the topic, but is encouraged to speak with the professor regarding the suitability of the subject. The paper should be between 8 and 10 pages in length.  I expect the use of at least 8 sources and suggest to limit the use of internet sources to 2 of the 8 references used. Paper is due on March 25th. Late papers will be subject to a 2 % penalty per day and 5 % over the weekend.
FINAL EXAMINATION - The final exam will cover all topics that have been discussed throughout the course. The final will be held in-class on Thursday April 1st, 2010.
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O’Neil, Patrick. Essential of Comparative Politics. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2004.

Course Schedule
January 7th – Lecture – Introduction to Comparative Politics

January 12th – Lecture - State and Society

January 14th – Review of topics and discussion

January 19th – Presentations – State and Society

January 21st – Lecture – Attitudes and Ideologies

January 26th – Lecture – Nation and Ethnicity

January 28th – Review of topics and discussion

February 2nd – Presentations – Attitudes and Ideologies

February 4th – Lecture – Political Economy

February 9th – Lecture – Authoritarianism

February 11th – Mid-term Exam

February 16th – Reading Week

February 18th – Reading Week

February 23rd – Review of Topics and Discussion

February 25th – Presentations – Political Economy and Authoritarianism

March 2nd – Lecture – Democracy and Voting

March 4th – Review of Topics and Discussion

March 9th – Presentations – Democracy and Voting

March 11th – Lecture – Advanced Democracy and Developing States
March 16th – Review of Topics and Discussion

March 18th – Presentations – Advanced Democracy 

March 23rd – Lecture – Globalization

March 25th – Presentations – Developing States and Globalization

March 30th – Course Review

Presentation Topics

A. State and Society: 1. Constitution, 2. Unwritten Constitution, 3. Forms of Legitimacy, 4. Ethnic and National Conflict, 5. Patriotism, Nationalism, and Citizenship, 6. Colonialism, 7. Imperialism

B. Attitudes and Ideologies: 1. Attitudes – Radicalism and Reactionary, 2. Attitudes – Liberalism and Conservatism, 3. Ideologies – Anarchism, 4. Ideologies - Marxism, 5. Ideologies – Social Democracy, 6. Ideologies - Liberalism, 7. Ideologies – Fascism

C. Political Economy and Authoritarianism: 1. Free trade, 2. Protectionism, 3. Fair Trade, 4. Mercantilism, 5. Social Democratic Economy, 6. Authoritarianism and Totalitarianism, 7. Authoritarian Methods of Control
D. Democracy and Voting: 1. One Party Rule and Quasi Democracy, 2. Personal Rule and Military Rule, 3. Liberal Democracy, 4. First Past the Post Electoral System, 5. Proportional Representation Electoral System, 6. Political Parties: Mexico and Greece, 7. Political Parties: UK and Sweden
E. Advanced Democracy: 1. Heads of State and Heads of Government, 2. President and Prime Minister, 3. Bicameral Legislature, 4. Unicameral Legislature, 5. Legislative Branch of Government, 6. Executive Branch of Government, 7. Court

F. Developing States and Globalization: 1. Dependent Development, 2. Generating Economic Growth, 3. Import Substitution vs. Export Oriented, 4. Cultural Globalization, 5.World Trade Organization, 6. International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, 7. Free Trade Area of the Americas
